[Elephantiasis of the thoracic wall within the scope of von Recklinghausen neurofibromatosis, case report].
Neurofibromas are benign tumors arising from neuroectodermal tissues. They may occur as solitary lesions, or multiple, in which case they are referred to as neurofibromatosis, or von Recklinghausen's disease. We report about a 17-year-old patient with neurofibromatous elephantiasis located in the lateral aspect of the left hemithorax. CT showed massive chest wall infiltration and retroperitoneal tumor growth, but no abnormalities of the cranium. Our surgical treatment consisted of a two-stage, palliative tumor debulking and defect coverage with a splitthickness skin graft. The operative and postoperative course was uneventful.